FICTION
The Victorians are guilty of having diminished woman to the lowest level she had reached for centuries Florence Nightingale's outburst, which Jowett thought it "wiser" not to publish, makes this perfectly clear "Women must have no passions the system dooms some minds to incurable infancy, others to silent misery marriage being their only outlet in life, many women spend their lives in asking men to marry them, in a refined way the woman who has sold herself for an establishment, in what way is she superior to those one may not name?"1 Women died, she suggested, from starvation, that is, their moral activity expired This murder was the first accomplishment of the middle classes in the realm of culture This, even more than the limitation with respect to di awing a man whole, injured the presentation of life in their novels, women in fiction conformed not so much to life, as to what the Victorians wanted life to be
Yet in spite of these grave, and with respect to European literature fatal, faults, the accomplishment was tremendous It is too often vitiated by sentimentality, there is a good deal of pity-mongenng, and the number of satisfactory deathbed scenes is inordinate, but still the result is frequently glorious, so much so that it is not necessary to praise the giants, Dickens and Thackeray, it will serve to draw a few distinctions, and to re-state, with a perhaps slightly different stress, what has often been stated before
It will be as well to begin with Thackeray, though his great work did not begin to appear till after Dickens had made his name As already suggested, he was a delineator of society as such, his range, where he is at all secure, being limited to the upper middle classes He had a better sense of literature than any of his contemporaries, but it is only in Vanity Fair that this is fully exhibited. He had greater narrative power over long stretches than any of them, but it is only m Esmond that this is utilised to the full His chief interest was the actions of human beings within society, to that extent he was interested an his characters, who are in the main,
1 You might not name them, because if you did not name a thing it did not exist prostitution ought not to exist, therefore it did not exist the proof of its non-existence was that you never named it Admirable logic 1
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